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which large quantities of ma.rah grass is cut each year. 

The northerly shore line ie eteep and varies from ten feet 

to twenty feet in height above lake level. The settlers 

living on the south side of the lake have requested that 

a dam be built a.t the outlet so that these !lata 'will 

alwaye be sub~erged, the lake deepened, and better water 

obtained. The rarmers living at the ends of the lake 

object to the lake being raieed as their hay lands would 

be destroyed • 

IV. Investi ation. 

From September 26th to 29th a.n examination 

was made of the entire shore line of Bea.x· lake with 

particular attention being given to the southeast end at 

the outlet or the lake. Here a. short tra.verae was run 

from the mouth of Bear creek down to the highway bridge 

on the road allowance along the east boundary of the town­

ship • . An ~!nation o! the creek was also made for 

aeveral miles below the village of Grande P~airie, in 

township 71, range e, west of the sixth meridian, in 
' ' 

eea.roh of a power site. No site offering any particular 

advantage for power development was observed. 

Aa aforementioned a traverse was rWl from 

the lake for a short distance dcwn the creek in hopes of 

finding a euitable dam site. ~etween the lake and the 

hishway bridge, a distance along the creek of approx1matel¥ 

4000 teet, the :fall in the creek ,rs.s found to be 0.3 feet, 

the water level &t the lake being given an assU!lled datum 

ot 100.00, and the water level at the bridge being 99.'70. 

In thie distance the banks vary in height from elevation 

lOO.O to eleTation 109.0, rising three feet above water 

lnel 1n , the Ur•t 1600 feet from the lake and six feet 

in a distance of 2000 feet from the lake. Below the 

highway bridge the banke get higher and steepe:r and are 

composed of a clay lo.am • 





11\epartment of tbe 3Jntertor 
Pl.CASE ADDRESS TOUR 'REPl. T TO 

IRRIGATION BRANCH 

THE COMlllSMONER OF JRRIGAT!ON, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

CALGARY, ALTA. 

REFER TO FILE 

B/.P. 

CALGARY, AL TA., December 27, l)~. 

Sir,• 

In reference to correspondeuce wn1cn yo~ 

have addressed to our Lr, W. H. Storey, concerning Bear l~c 

I now find that tne otner engineer wno accor.ipanied Mr. Attwo 

of the Water Powers Branch on his inspection, was a r. Wil 

who is employed by the Department of Public Works, Edmonton 

office. I trust that this information will make it 

clear tnat this Branch has not had anything to do w1tn your 

application. I understand from l.!r, Attwood that ne ... 

sending you a copy of his report on Bear lake, 

Your obedient servant, 

\\ 
.J 

Commissioner of Irrigation. 

Mr . VI. A. Rae, B,A., 

Barrister, etc., 

Grande Prairie, Alberta. 



. :f.Yrn~:H' a,,/r/t.-J.J )/h,,t ~t/tiy, f<r 

~/f/,e,0~,,t,(}1/,,~1t"le1,t; 
7,.,nu~zt'on J/;,J,;,7 _jl,,,,,,7.~qunrlt, EM~ . 

{)/;,,,,,,,,, , /j;,. nnda . ,,, 

Sir,-

-//ea.J;, ;_rt 4 ;onr .Ju.fr~,~, 
a/d/e-t.), c-t/l!l t )1_ .J(orvtA~~r 
7-no/.-, • 9[7,,, /,,, 

Otta-.-;a , Decer.'her 1' , :~ 

I n further connecti on v, i t 

correspondence with t his D~partmq nt re l 

pl acing of a dam at the foot of Bear l ake tor 

t he outfl ow there f rom, and to your query r e 

bilities of water power , T would sa~ t ha a 

on the who l e situation has been made b Ir. ~ 

Attwo od , engineer in charge of the p ower ' st 

investigations carried on by the liO ini n ,.tr 

Power Branch in 1 berta and .' a sk a tchewan . 

~his report goes very f u"ly · nto 

general s ituat ion in the vicinity of Bear lak and 

possibili t i es of man ipul atine its outflo , . Jr . 

At twood conc l udes aa a result of is study ha f l A 

are no wat er powers on Bear creek worthy o~ aev " ~ 

ment without creat i ng s t oraee on Bear l nke an 

not advisable to build a drun at the outlet of the" 

owing to f l oodinf t roubles which would r esult n 

l ake borders . A coy of Mr . Attwo o ' s r e rt 
..,_..,;..,.,.~....,...._,. 

f or warded to your for your nformation . 
cf!,.,_,._~ 

As th i s ~spa~tment is onl i nter 

the question of water ower developmen t , t e ·n 

compiled is be i ne made ava ilable to i o I rr ·~atio. 

Branch. 

W. A. Rae, ~s g., B. ft ., 
Notary Public , 

Grande Prajrie , 
Alberta . 

Your obe1ient s ervan , 
DOMD' I O!f A'.!'t~'Q PO.' R R cr.:r , 

J. "R. Chall .i..es, 
duper:.n t a r. en t. 

Pei. - (J/JL-
/ J-

l ~~/ 



VICTORIA 

:l:ebruary 21, 1918 . 

d • b.. ::iae , ___;sq .• .Lu . • £ • .P ., 
~arl scourt , }eor3ia btreet , 

Vancouver , B.c. 

Dear Hr . Rae , -

I have your l etter oi the 17th of ~ebruary 
and enclosed here~ith i s the map JOU ask for , also 
copy of the "Cob.land 2etrol eum a ct ." 

liith re::;ard to •. :r . ,1 . J • .u.inchliff 1 s appl i ­
cation to purchase land in the vicinity of .tled ,,illow 
E.iver , on taking this matter up with the Depart"1ent 
they inform me that .,.r . .. ~inchliff made application to 
purchase 640 acres in 1 911 . 

This lancl is still unsurveyed and now abro ­
gated and cancelled under Sect i on 4 1 oi the 11 Sol diirs 1 

Homestead .Act,u and the deJOSit of .,_,:')20 . 00 is forfeit. 
1·,o appl icat i on for allotment or to 1 ,ay up in full was 
1na.de by • .Ir • .uinchliii. 

I enclose copy of the act , fro,-:i. which you will 
see that it is imposs i ble to consider ~r . ninchliff ' s 
iora1er application . 'J:here is no thin_:; , hm,ever , to pre ­
vent. him , if he desires this land , from making a new 
application. lhe only stipul ation ~hich we make i n new 
purchases i s that there must be a certain arnount of dev ­
el opment carried on. 

Jith kind regards , I 

~nc l s. 
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