
South Peace Regional Archives 
2019 Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 30 March 2019 
Grande Prairie Museum Community Room 

Minutes 
Board Members in Attendance: 

Jan Shields, President; Gail Prette, Vice-President and Treasurer; Duff Crerar, Secretary; Shawn Acton; 
Tina Dale; Dennis Dale; Eleanor Dalen Whitling; Gary Dixon; Peter Harris; Wade Pilat; Grace Wideman; 
Alyssa Currie, Executive Director. 
 

1. Call to Order: 10:15 am  

 

2. Welcome from the President 

 

3. Adoption of the Agenda (see attachment 1) 

No discussion. 

 

Motion to adopt the agenda, as presented: Peter Harris. 

Seconded: Shawn Acton. 

Motion Passed. 

 

4. Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting (see attachment 2) 

No discussion. 

 

Motion to accept the minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting, as presented: Gary Dixon. 

Seconded: Eleanor Dalen Whitling. 

Motion Passed.  

 

5. 2018 Annual Reports 

5.1  President’s Report   (Jan Shields, see attachment 3) 

Jan thanked all members of the volunteer Board of Directors for their service and the four 

Board representatives sent by the SPRA funding partners: the City of Grande Prairie, the County 

of Grande Prairie, and the MDs of Greenview and Spirit River. The following volunteer board 

members will not be seeking re-election: Bryan Woronuk, Walter Andreef, Dennis Dale, 

Elizabeth Sande, and Doug Frattini. Jan thanked them for their valuable service. 

SPRA funding partners were recognized as vital supports to the operations of the SPRA. Jan 

recognized the past contributions of the Friends of the SPRA and expressed regret that they are 

currently on hiatus. 

Jan thanked staff and volunteers for their hard work, especially on awareness activities, 

which has led to increased acquisitions and further expansion of outreach opportunities. This 

growth highlights the need for additional space and staff, in order to take advantage of the 

opportunity to be the best regional archives in Alberta. 



 

Motion to accept the President’s Report, as presented: Jan Shields. 

Seconded: Tina Dale. 

Motion Passed. 

 

5.2  Executive Director’s Report: (Alyssa Currie, see attachment 4) 

 Alyssa touched on the work done by the Indigenous History Committee, the success of 

summer student, Sonya Cestra, and the expansion of offsite storage. A map highlighted our 

global reach, which has expanded since last year. As well, the SPRA responding effectively to a 

flash flood evacuation. 

 Volunteers contributed 1,436 hours of service, which enable us to expand our outreach 

activities. New events this year included the Archives Week Opening reception, the Heritage 

Village Folktales Tour in partnership with the Grande Prairie Museum, and the Elf on the Shelf. 

 Alyssa put the call out for more volunteers to assist with the Indigenous History 

Committee, the Awareness Committee, and the Building Planning Committee. 

 

Motion to accept the Executive Director’s Report, as presented: Alyssa Currie. 

 Seconded: Margaret Bowes. 

 Motion Passed. 

 

5.3 Treasurer’s Report (Gail Prette, see attachments 5, 6, 7) 

  Gail presented the numbers for the Balance Sheet, the Profit & Loss Sheet, and the 2017 

Budget update. She made note of the reinstatement of shared costs for the building utilities 

imposed by the City. 

 

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as presented: Peter Harris.  

Seconded: Eleanor Dalen Whitling. 

 Motion Passed. 

 

5.4 Auditors’ Report (Irene Gitzel and Irene Nicholson, see attachment 8) 

The report was read along by Gail Prette. 

 

Motion to accept the Auditors’ Report, as presented: Tina Dale. 

Seconded: Gary Dixon. 

Motion Passed. 

 

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2019 

Motion to appoint Irene Nicholson and Irene Gitzel as volunteer auditors of the South Peace 

Regional Archives financial records and to appoint  Cathy Scott as an alternate auditor, in the 

event that either of the two auditors are unavailable: Alyssa Currie. 

Seconded: Shawn Acton. 

 



7. 2019 Budget (Gail Prette, see attachment 9)  

Motion to accept the revised 2019 budget, as presented: Gail Prette. 

Seconded: Dennis Dale. 

 

8. Nomination Report and Elections (Gail Prette, see attachment 10) 

8.1. Jan Shields offered to stand for reelection as President. There were no other nominees for 

President. 

Motion to accept Jan for reelection as President: Gail Prette. 

Vote: all in favour. 

 

8.2. Duff Crerar offered to stand for reelection as Secretary. There were no other nominees for 

Secretary.  

Gary Dixon offered to stand for reelection as Director at Large. 

Motion to accept Duff and Gary for reelection: Jan Shields. 

Vote: all in favour. 

 

8.3. Due to resignations of several Directors, several members agreed to let their names stand 

for nomination to the Board. They were Meg Archer, Maxine Maxwell, and Gail Schau. 

There were no other nominations. 

Motion to accept Meg, Maxine, and Gail for election to the Board: Gail Prette. 

Vote: all in favour. 

 

9. Volunteer Recognition: 

Several volunteers were recognized for their contributions. Meg Archer and Mary Nutting 

received gift mugs, and Leita Askew received a messenger bag.  

10. Beth Sheehan Award: 

10.1. The Edson Trail Historical Society received an honourable mention for their donation of 

master copies of their historical video. 

10.2. The Beaverlodge Art and Cultural Centre was recognized for its valuable contribution of 

20 boxes of records (textual and photographic) to the SPRA in 2018. The donation was 

timely as a few months later, the location the material was stored in was flooded. 

10.3. Mathew Wozniak was recognized for his outstanding contributions. Since 2009, Mathew 

has donated a substantial collection of family records, contributed oral histories, 

transcribed his mother’s papers from Polish to English, transcribed school records, donated 

newspapers, and is currently compiling anecdotal stories of his life in the South Peace. 

 

11. Adjournment: 11:15. 

The meeting was followed by a ten-minute break. 

A panel presentation, “Archives at Work” featured four members of the community sharing their 

experience with working with the SPRA to use archival material to support their organization and 



personal goals. The presenters were: Anna Ladwig of the Glen Leslie Preservation Group; Breanna 

Gouschuk of the Grande Prairie Regional Tourism Association; Maxine Maxwell of the Grande Prairie 

and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society; and Charles Taws of the Grande Prairie 

Museum. The presentation ended at 12:25.  

Minutes compiled by Duff Crerar, Secretary with assistance from Josephine Sallis, Archivist 

 

_________________________________   

Duff Crerar, Secretary      

 

 

Minutes approved during 2020 AGM 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Jan Shields, President     Duff Crerar, Secretary     

 

__________________________________   

Gail Prette, Vice-President & Treasurer 



South Peace Regional Archives Society 

2019 Annual General Meeting 

Saturday March 30th 2019  

Grande Prairie Museum Community Room 

 

Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order  

2. Welcome from the President  

3. Adoption of the Agenda 

4. Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting  

5. 2018 Annual Reports 

5.1. President’s Report    

5.2. Executive Director’s Report 

5.3. Treasurer’s Report  

5.4. Auditors’ Report 

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2019 

7. 2019 Budget    

8. Nomination Report and Elections 

9. Volunteer Recognition 

10. Beth Sheehan Award 

11. Adjournment    



 

South Peace Regional Archives 

2018 Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 24 March 2018 

Grande Prairie Museum Community Room 
 

Board members in attendance: 

Jan Shields, president; Gail Prette, Treasurer; Eleanor Dalen Whitling, Secretary; Walter 

Andreeff; Duff Crerar; Dennis Dale; Tina Dale; Gary Dixon; Peter Harris; Wade Pilat; Elizabeth 

Sande; 

Daryl White 

 

1. Call to Order: 
President Jan Shields called the meeting to order at 10:37 am. 
  

2. Welcome from Chris Warkentin: 
Chris Warkentin was unable to attend. Jan Shields read his prepared welcome to the 
group. (See attachment 1) 
 

3. Adoption of the Agenda: 
No changes were made. 
Motion to adopt the agenda as presented: Wade Pilat Seconded: Tina Dale 
 Motion Passed. (See attachment 2) 
 

4. Minutes of 2017 Annual General Meeting: 
Motion to accept the minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting as presented: Peter 
Harris  Seconded: Duff Crerar 
 Motion Passed. (See attachment 3) 
 

5. 2017 Annual Reports: 
5.1. President’s Report: 

5.1.1. Introduction of new Executive Director, Alyssa Currie 
5.1.2. Jan spoke on behalf of Charlie Penson, who was unable to attend. The 

Friends raised $5000 at the October Gala. Their AGM will be later in the spring. 
5.1.3. Jan thanked the funding partners for their continued financial support 

and for sending representatives to sit on the board. 
5.1.4. Jan spoke to the expansion of services, particularly with outreach 

activities. 
5.1.5. A new off-site rental office was procured to allow for growth in donations 

and to provide additional working space for processing activities. A new 
building is required for long-term growth of the Archives. 



5.1.6. Jan addressed future needs based on rising awareness and use of the 
archives, both for research and for increased donations. Those needs will be 
funding, space, and staff. 

Motion to accept the President’s Report, as presented: Jan Shields  
Seconded: Tina Dale   
 Motion Passed. (See attachment 4) 
 
5.2. Executive Director’s Report: 

5.2.1. Alyssa outlined the wide impact of the SPRA through the website and 
magazine. 

5.2.2. Alyssa thanked the 16 volunteers for their 2,045 hours of service. 
5.2.3. Alyssa introduced the new Archives Technician, Donna Richards, who has 

actually been at the SPRA since November 2017 and will be leaving at the end 
of April when her term is finished. 

5.2.4. Alyssa touched on a few special events from 2017 including the Canada 
150 joint project with the Spirit of the Peace Museums Network, the Great War 
Gala, and the Volunteer Brunch, as well as ongoing projects such as the 
Soldiers’ Memorial and the Reference file consolidation. 

5.2.5. 2017 acquisitions included 13.728 linear m. textual materials, 6409 
photographic images, 9 books, 57 maps, 40 artefacts, 50 video/film. 

Motion to accept the Executive Director’s Report as presented: Alyssa Currie 
Seconded: Dennis Dale 

 Motion Passed. (See attachments 5 and 6) 
 

5.3. Treasurer’s Report: 
5.3.1. Gail presented the balance sheet and discussed item details. 
5.3.2. Gail explained the profit and loss sheets. 
5.3.3. Gail presented the 2017 budget report. There was some discussion but 

no disagreements. 
Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented: Gail Prette 
Seconded: Tina Dale 
Motion Passed. (See attachment 7, 8, 9, 10) 
 
5.4. Auditors’ Report: 

5.4.1. Gail read out the report prepared by Irene Gitzel and Karen Burgess 
Motion to accept the Auditor’s Report as presented: Gail Prette  
Seconded: Duff Crerar 
Motion Passed.  (See attachment 11) 
 

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2018: 
      Motion to appoint Karen Burgess and Irene Gitzel as volunteer auditors of the 
      South Peace Regional Archives financial records and to appoint Irene Nickl as       
     an alternate auditor, in the event that either of the two auditors are unavailable:  
     Gail Prette  Seconded: Duff Crerar 



      Motion Passed.  
 

7. 2018 Budget: 
7.1. Gail explained the new budget for 2018. 

Motion to accept the revised 2018 budget as presented: Gail Prette 
Seconded: Peter Harris (see attachment 12) 
   

8. Special Resolution: Bylaw 4.1.3: 
Discussion centred around the need for more people on the board so board members 
were not overtaxed by being on several committees. More people could generate more 
in-depth discussions and greater confidence in decision-making. More people could also 
cause issues with regard to quorum and difficulty finding common ground.  
Motion to amend Bylaw 4.13 to allow for greater flexibility regarding the makeup of 
the Archives Board of Directors. The bylaw will now read: 
 The Board consists of the following directors: 

a. The President; 
b. Four to sixteen Directors-at-large; 
c. Representatives from the funding municipalities; and 
d. The immediate Past President. 

Moved by: Jan Shields Seconded: Gail Prette 
Motion Passed. (see attachment 13 and 14) 
 

9. Nomination Report and Elections: 
9.1. Eleanor Dalen Whitling agreed to remain Secretary until a new secretary could be 

found. 
9.2. Gail Prette agreed to remain Treasurer for the next two years.  
9.3. No new names for nominations to positions. 
Motion to accept the self-nominations for Director positions: Alyssa Currie 
Seconded: Duff Crerar (see attachment 14) 
 

10. Adjournment  12:15 
 

11. The AGM was followed by Volunteer recognition awards and a joint presentation and 
panel discussion about Olwyn’s Scrapbook. (see attachment 6) 
 

 
 

List of attachments: 
 

1. Welcome from Chris Warkentin 
2. 2018 Agenda 
3. 2017 Minutes 
4. President’s Report 
5. Executive Report 



6. 2018 AGM Powerpoint presentation 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
8. 2017 Balance Sheet 
9. 2017 Profit and Loss  
10. 2017 Budget 
11. Auditor’s Report (Financial Review) 
12. 2018 Budget 
13. Special Resolution 
14. Nominations Report 

 
Minutes compiled by Eleanor Dalen Whitling, Secretary with assistance from Josephine Sallis, 
Archivist 
 
Minutes approved at the 2019 AGM held on 30 March 2019. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
SPRA 

Annual General Meeting 
March 30th 2019 

 
 
1.  Board of Directors 

I’d like to begin by recognizing our Directors, elected at our annual AGM, 
who give up their time to support the Archives and, through their direction, 
keep the Archives functioning well. The 2018 board includes the following 
elected members: Gail Prette (treasurer), Duff Crerar (secretary), Tina Dale, 
Dennis Dale, Eleanor Whitling Gary Dixon, Grace Wideman, Daryl White, 
Elizabeth Sande, Bryan Woronuk, Walter Andreeff, and Doug Frattini.   

In addition to our elected Directors, each funding partner sends a 
representative to sit as a Director on the Board. Their insight and advice 
means so much to the functioning of the board and the Archives itself.  They 
are Wade Pilat, who represents the City of Grande Prairie; Peter Harris, the 
County of Grande Prairie; Stan Bzowy, Municipal District of Spirit River, and 
the new representative from the Municipal District of Greenview, Shaun 
Acton, who replaces Dale Gervais.  

Thank you all for your dedication to SPRA. 
  Bryan Woronuk, Walter Andreeff, Dennis Dale, Elizabeth Sande, and 

Doug Frattini will not be seeking re-election due to other commitments.  I 
thank them for their contributions and wish them well. 

 
2.  Funding Partners 
  Our day to day operations would come to a grinding halt if not for our 

funding partners: City of Grande Prairie, County of Grande Prairie, Municipal 
District of Greenview, and Municipal District of Spirit River.  Because of their 
dedication to preserving the archival history of the South Peace, they 
organize their yearly budgets to find the funds necessary for the South Peace 
Regional Archives to operate and fulfill its mission.  This year the Archives will 
enjoy an increase in overall funding thanks to our funding partners.  We’re 
growing! And with that comes the need for more resources and staff and 
volunteer time.  I’d like to thank all our funding partners for their generosity.  

 
 



3.   Friends of the Archives 
As always, I would also like to thank the Friends for their work raising 

awareness and capital funds for the Archives.  Unfortunately, currently, the 
Friends are in hiatus. The group was always relatively small and due to life’s 
challenges many of them could not give their time.  We wish them well, and 
we know they will continue to be staunch advocates for all that we do. 

 
 
4,  Future Directions 

Last year I wrote: “Our increased engagement with the community through 
our Awareness Activities has led to many new acquisitions and to the growth 
in the activities and projects initiated by our staff in response to the 
communities we serve.”  The staff and volunteers have continued that 
engagement in 2018.   

We have a wonderful staff and group of volunteers.  Thank you Alyssa, 
Josephine, Theresa, and all our volunteers.   

I also suggested last year that this wonderful growth also means that we 
will soon have to seriously consider our future needs. It is a year later and 
that future is one year closer.  The need for more space is becoming even 
more critical and the desire for additional staff and more volunteers to 
continue our growth is even stronger. 

I ask that all of you to give your support and, when you can, join us as we 
work to continue to give excellent service to everyone in the South Peace and 
as we strive to become the best regional archives in Alberta.  
 

Jan Shields 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2018 Executive Report 
Presented by Alyssa Currie 

30 March 2019  

 

Our Successes 
Last year, our staff and volunteers organized or participated in 42 different events and programs, 

connecting with approximately 1,400 people at these events.  Our Indigenous History Committee 

continued their work towards Reconciliation, including commemorating National Aboriginal 

History Month with a new exhibit, public lecture at the Grande Prairie Public Library, and a special 

issue of Telling Our Stories.  We also hosted our first summer student in recent years, Sonya, funded 

with critical support from Young Canada Works. In March, we expanded our offsite storage into a 

new location, allowing us to relocate 105 meters of unprocessed records, as well as non-archival 

materials and technology, for better storage and more efficient access. This move came three short 

weeks before a potentially disastrous event.  

In April 2018, high water levels in the Bear Creek reservoir and potential flash flooding 

downstream prompted the evacuation of Muskoseepi Park, including the South Peace Regional 

Archives. Luckily, the Archives did not experience any damage and this incident served as a trial of 

our emergency response plan. Archives staff enacted a priority-based response and temporary 

relocation. The Archives new off-site office served as a safe, alternate location for work and 

materials until the evacuation order was lifted. Since then, we have continued to develop the 

Archives emergency response plan, including an evacuation checklist and incident report. This 

incident, and the Archives response, was highlighted in the March 2019 issue of Telling Our Stories 

magazine 

Our Impact 
The Archives local and global reach continues to 

rise. Last year, our staff and volunteers 

organized or participated in forty-one different 

events and programs, connecting with 

approximately 1,400 people at these events. 

This represents a dramatic increase over past 

years. In 2018, Archives’ volunteers contributed 

1425 hours of service. Our social media 

presence grew; 767 people ‘like’ us on Facebook 

and we have developed a new partnership with 

the Grande Prairie Regional Tourism 

Association. Over 22,000 people visited our website from 112 countries across the world.  

Above: Website Users by Country of Origin January – December 2018, Generated 3 Jan2019 via Google Analytics  

 



2018 Accessions 
We received 78 new accessions in 2018. Although the volume of textual donations is down from 

last year, the total number of donations, books added to the library, and number of non-textual 

materials (except photographs) increased. Last year, we received approximately 12.5 of textual 

records, 2191 photographs, 64 books, and over 500 assorted items including maps, postcards, and 

paintings, as well as short news video recordings from Eastlink. To address our growing storage 

needs, we ordered additional archival shelves for the offsite location.  

Our Volunteers 
In 2018, 18 volunteers contributed 1,436 hours of service. We could not accomplish what we do 

without the help of these dedicated workers. Their support facilitates initiatives such as the online 

Soldiers Memorial, reference library, personal and family reference files, Indigenous records 

research, and digitisation. They also assist with our numerous events and programs. 

Events and Programs 
Last year, our staff and volunteers organized or participated in 42 different events and programs, 

connecting with approximately 1,400 people at these events. This represents a dramatic increase 

over past years. Some of our new initiatives include: 

Archives Week Opening Reception 
The Archives hosted an opening reception to celebrate the launch of our Archives Week exhibit in 

the Community Room. The exhibit, “Entertaining Alberta”, features both photographs and 

interpretive panels from the collection. Reception attendees included board members, volunteers, 

representatives from our funding municipalities, society members, and other special guests.  

Heritage Village Folktales Tour 
The Archives collaborated with the Grande Prairie Museum to host the first annual “Heritage 

Village Folktales Tour.” Guests enjoyed the Heritage Village afterhours while taking part in an 

atmospheric, guided tour. Tours featured historical tales with interwoven elements of fact and 

fiction. After the tour, they enjoyed beverages and desserts in the warmth of the Community Room. 

Elf on the Shelf 
We ‘adopted’ an Elf on the Shelf, Fred Fonds, who helped us with a new social media campaign 

during the month of December. Each morning, we shared a new picture of our Elf to our Facebook 

page, highlighting his naughty and nice adventures around the Archives. 

Get Involved 
The Archives continued success relies on its dedicated volunteers and supporters. If you are 

interested in supporting the Archives, there are many ways to get involved. Consider joining one of 

our three Committees: the Awareness Committee, Indigenous History Committee, or the newly 

revitalised Building Planning Committee. You can also support our collection by donating your used 

newspapers to the Archives for the reference files. We are seeking the Daily Herald Tribune, Town 

& Country News, Central Peace Signal, and Valleyview Town & Country. 
















